A SCHOOLBOYS CARE
escaped without injury. I trust every means will be employed to
find out the abettors of this, which I should hope may be got at.
Pitt's parliamentary tactics were equally successful. His quiet
confidence and equal temper, his facility to benefit by his op-
ponents' mistakes and skill as a debater, won him many friends
among the waverers in the House of Commons; and the climax
was reached on March 8th, when in a hostile House, in which his
measures had been repeatedly voted down, he found himself in a
minority of only one. George was delighted, and on the follow-
ing day sent his congratulations:
Mr Pitt's letter is undoubtedly the most satisfactory I have received
for many months. An avowal, on the outset, that the proposition
held forth is not intended to go father lengths than a kind of
manifesto; and then carrying it by a majority of one only; and
the day concluded with an avowal that all negotiation is at an end;
give me every reason to hope that, by a firm and proper conduct,
this faction will, by degrees, be deserted by many, and at length he
forgot. I shall ever, with pleasure, consider that, by the prudence
as well as rectitude, of one person in the House of Commons, this
great change has been effected; and that he will ever be able to
reflect with satisfaction that, in having supported me, he saved the
constitution, the most perfect of human formation.
Evidence that the Lords were no longer prepared to support the
Opposition and the incoming of petitions from all parts of the
country revealing support for Pitt put a rosier complexion on
the whole political situation; and although a somewhat desperate
attempt to avoid dissolution by stealing the Great Seal was made
a general election was ordered.
Few elections in this country have been more bitterly contested:
few have had more important results. Everywhere the Foxites
were on the defensive. In Town the ladies of fashion gave kisses
to secure votes, and suffered a good deal of ribald chaffing into
the bargain from the Cockney voters. Fox was supported by the
beautiful Duchess of Devonshire; and the Prince of Wales, who
was delighted to be called a ' violent Foxite/ wore his friend's
favours in the streets and entertained his helpers at Carlton House.
Fox secured Westminster, but not without a struggle; and his
> own success was a poor solace for the disaster which had over-
taken his friends. One hundred and sixty Foxites [a wit called
them ' Fox's Martyrs'] were rejected at the hustings; and among
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